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"The work at Agape House begins with a
generous outpouring of LOVE, affirming
words and actions, quality time,
intensive counseling, and schooling, all
in a faith-centered, individualized
approach."
- Pam Patterson

A message from the Founder & CEO

FINDING LOVE
Love is a simple word with complex meaning. It's easy to say, yet
it can be difficult to see in a world that is hurting and wounded.
We are each born with a deep, fundamental desire to be loved,
accepted, wanted, secure and valued. But many times, the people
in our lives are unable to provide these necessities. The loss can
leave a void that many of us try to fill in any way we can.
Agape House exists to fill that void. Our vital in-treatment and
out-treatment facilities provide schooling, housing, transitional
living, and counseling for those who are suffering from the
effects of trauma. We’ve recently opened a school and home for
boys, modeling it after our successful program for girls that’s
been operating for more than 23 years. Our growth is the result
of ongoing necessity, hard work, commitment, and support.
At Agape House, we provide a loving nurturing place where the
wounded and broken hearted can come and take the time they
need to heal. Where some might see insurmountable challenges,
we see beautiful opportunities. Our approach is four-fold; we
address the spiritual, emotional, psychological, and physiological
needs of young women and men. Our goal is to help their
families to find the love, nurturing and healing they need as well.
Our desire by the end of 10- to 24-month programs is that
students will live out their destinies in a different and fulfilling
way. Establishing firm foundations takes time, but it's the vital
core to changing lives. We have seen incredible miracles occur in
those who have come through our doors. Many have overcome
devastating addictions, broken relationships, depression, and
hopelessness and gone on to achieve their dreams.
Thank you for taking the time to learn about Agape House. Please
share our story, and if you feel compelled, share your time,
talents, and/or funding to ensure our non-profit organization
continues to make a difference in the lives of those who
desperately need it.

Pam Patterson

Founder & CEO
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PROGRAM OF SUCCESS
Agape House is a nonprofit ministry with 25%
of operational costs
coming from tuition and
fees for services.
The organization is largely sustained
from the generous support of
individuals, church groups, service
groups, and business organizations.

Grade point average
scores consistently
improve for each
student

FEES
Fees are kept low to uphold the Agape
House promise to never turn away a
child in need. A sliding-fee scale is
used to base fees on family income
level. Just because parents may not be
able to afford the full cost of services
does not mean they won't be provided.
There is a great need for the Agape
House ministry and often a waiting
list.

TUITION ASSISTANCE
Many families are only able to pay a
fraction of the cost of the services
provided. Agape House provides
financial support to help with tuition.

98% of students
graduate with a high
school diploma

90% of students
develop a close
relationship with
Christ and learn to
cope with challenges
and struggles
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Agape House expansion and support

GRATITUDE
& GROWTH
Thanks to the generous support
of donors, Agape House has
expanded for over two decades.
We are deeply grateful for the
businesses, individuals, and
organizations who've seeded our
growth through monetary
donations, volunteerism, and
other vital contributions.
As Agape House enters the next
decade, our goals include offering
separate junior and senior high
homes, expanding our
Transitional Living Home, and
opening similar homes in
surrounding counties.
If you've supported Agape House
through any form, including time,
energy, and prayer, we thank you.

Your support is needed
for the ongoing success
of Agape House.
Contact us to learn how
you or your
organization can
participate.
262.275.6466

Operations
begin from
Pam & Ben
Patterson's
home.

1997
1998

Agape House
becomes
incorporated
as a non-profit
501(c)(3)
organization.

The first Agape
House home
for girls is
purchased.

2001
2005

Agape House
mentoring
program
begins.

2006
2007

Agape House
school opens.
Counseling
services begin
to be offered.

2008
2010

Renovations on
the new
building are
completed for
the home.

A new building
is purchased
for expansion.

The teen girls'
home moves
and the space
becomes
2001the
Transitional
Living Home.

A building
across the
street from
Agape House
& School is
purchased.

A former
church is
donated to
expand the
Agape House
program.

2011
2012

2018
2019

A counseling
center is
opened in the
space and the
TLH is
reopened
there.

The Agape
House home
and school for
teen boys is
opened.
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Survivor story - Anna

MY LIFE IS NEW
When I came to Agape House, I struggled with lying,
major depression, and severe anxiety. I was sick in all
forms; physical, emotional, spiritual, and mental. I was
adopted at age five and a year later, my dad started to
physically abuse me. It caused a lot of damage to me
and the rest of my family. When I was seven, my
parents separated. My brother had cancer, we were
losing the house. I stayed with my dad and that’s when
the molestation started, and it didn’t stop until I was
about eight, when we all moved into an apartment. His
abuse turned to verbal and physical, and still some
sexual abuse. When I reported it to Child Protective
Services, they would never believe me, and they kept
me in the house with him. It got worse every time I
told someone. It got to a point where my mom would
call the police and say that I was out of control, that I
threw myself around, that I would hit myself, and of
course, they took my parents side on everything.
At nine, I showed symptoms of depression. When I
was ten, I started cutting myself and trying to commit
suicide. I was very close multiple times, but I guess
God didn’t want me to be with him because I am still
here. When I was 12, I was put into a wilderness
program that did not help. Then, when I was 13, I was
raped by my boyfriend and things went downhill. I was
self-harming again and back trying to commit suicide.
Then when I turned 14, I went to Agape House. The
staff helped me become aware of why I was in so
much pain, so broken and hurt. It was caused by the
abandonment, rejection, and abuse I experienced.
After realizing those things, it was the beginning of
what they call healing, the true healing of GOD. First, I
had to know where my depression came from. Agape
House counseling helped me to understand that is one
major part of what caused my depression.

The staff helped
me become aware
of why I was in so
much pain, so
broken and hurt."
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Survivor story - Anna

God gave me a new life and family when my
real family was never there. The staff was
always there for me even when I did
something wrong, and they never yelled at
me. They walked me through it and helped
me find a new way to do things. They shared
the work of God. And on March 4, 2016, at
10:45 pm, I gave my life to Christ.
Agape House is a place of love and hope and
even though my family was not a part of my
life, every single person at Agape House was.
I may not have my family anymore (well the
ones who adopted me) but I have the Agape
family who have been the most loving,
caring people ever. My life is new, and I
would not be here if Agape House was not
around for girls like me to have hope and
find healing.
Everyone at Agape House has changed my
life, giving me a chance to grow on my own.
I have a full-time job at Seeds Of Hope doing
what I love, helping people with special
needs. With the help of my mentors Lisa and
Tim Otterbacher, I earned my drivers permit
and am working on getting my license. I
received my high school diploma and start
college in the spring. At Agape House they
don’t give up on us girls. They love us with
an Agape love even when we push them
away because they love us in a Christ-like
way that some of us may have not have ever
experienced. Thank you to Pam Patterson
and the Agape House staff for always being
there for me and loving me and supporting
me when I needed you. But mostly for
sharing the never-ending love God has for
me.

93% of sexual abuse
victims knew the
perpetrator
59% were
acquaintances
34% were family
members

1 in 5 female high
school students
report being
physically or sexually
abused by a dating
partner

Statistics accessed at rainn.org and victimsofcrime.org.
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Survivor story -Olivia

I COULDN'T GET THROUGH IT ALONE
I’m 17 years old and I came from a broken family. My
dad was deported when I was eight, and my mom was
a single mom who had to work multiple jobs to
support three kids. We moved a lot and as soon as I
started getting comfortable in one place and feeling
like it was home, we packed up and moved. My 7th
grade summer going into 8th grade is when we made a
big change. We moved an hour away from my
grandparents and my friends. I never felt like I
belonged anywhere. And it was hard for me to fit in
and start fresh in a new place. Starting freshman year,
I realized I was very depressed, and I felt like I didn’t
truly know who I was. I felt like I had no one to talk to
about my feelings of depression, anxiety, or aloneness.
My mom worked full time and my sisters were trying
to get comfortable in our new house as well. As I felt
like I had no one to go to, those feelings bottled up
inside of me and eventually started coming out in
anger. I took it out on those who surrounded me,
including my family and people at school. Soon, I
could no longer control my anger and I felt I needed
something else to take those feelings away. Freshman
summer going into sophomore year is when I started
abusing drugs and alcohol.

My mom didn't
know what to do
with me. I was out
of control, and she
didn't know why I
was acting out."

At first, I believed I was a normal teenage kid, but things started getting out of hand and I felt I
couldn’t go a day without taking prescription drugs, other drugs, or drinking alcohol. I put these
things above my family, myself, and school. I eventually stopped going to school and missed out
on almost my entire sophomore year. My relationship with my family was shattered. My
relationship with myself was nonexistent and so was my relationship with God. My mom didn’t
know what to do with me. I was out of control, and she didn’t know why I was acting out. I toured
Agape House and School, but I can’t recall anything from the meeting my mom and I had, or who
it was with. The one thing I remember was one of the directors telling me, “I don’t think you’re
ready to put the drugs behind you and give this your all,” and that was that. I kept on with this
lifestyle for a few more months and never thought about Agape House again; thinking to myself,
I’m doing normal teenage things and my mom is overreacting. I will get better when I WANT to
get better, and I don’t need anyone’s help. Soon enough, I had a breaking point — some sort of
realization.
8

Survivor story - Olivia

I was arrested for doing drugs and as my
mugshot was taken, I thought about what I really
wanted in life. Did I really want to continue with
this lifestyle? I want to graduate high school and
eventually go to college, don’t I? I want to be
successful and have a happy healthier life in the
future. I don’t want to be 45 and have possession
of any type of drugs on my record. I couldn’t do
these things if I continued with this lifestyle. So, a
month or two later, I decided I was going to stay
with a family member in North Dakota to work
and pay off my fines. Away from bad friends,
away from drug dealers, away from all my bad
habits. That summer in North Dakota was a
really difficult time for me. I was really starting to
question God’s existence. I remember one day
walking home from work and asking God to
show me proof that He loves and cares for me.
During that walk, I counted at least 27 yellow
butterflies that flew right in front of my face.
That was God — there’s no way it couldn’t have
been. After returning home from North Dakota, I
realized I couldn’t get through the things I was
going through on my own. I decided to go to
Agape House and give it my all.

Drug use among 8th
graders increased
61% from 2016 to
2020
21.3% of 8th graders
have used illicit drugs

By 12th grade
62% have abused
alcohol
and 46.6%
have used illicit drugs

I soon realized that God brought me there for a reason and he wasn’t going to leave
my side despite all the things I’ve done and the things I’ve been through. If I hadn’t
made that decision, I wouldn’t have been able to learn how to cope with my feelings
in a healthy way or communicate better with my family and friends. Being at Agape
House taught me how healthy relationships are supposed to be. Everyone there
showed me how loved I really am despite my background or the things I’ve done.
The experience really helped me learn to be myself and love myself and others the
way God has loved me, through all the good and bad. Being at Agape House truly
helped my relationship with God grow and helped me realize what I’d been through
was not my fault.

Statistics accessed at victimsofcrime.org.
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Survivor story - Hunter

LED DOWN THE RIGHT PATH
I remember visiting the Agape House girls’ home and
school with my mom when it first opened, I couldn’t
have been more than six years old. To see where it has
gone since then is unbelievable. Most people fail when
opening a business, let alone their own private school.
Not many people can say they have done that. I ended
up attending Agape House boys’ school years later
because I was falling behind in school, was being
bullied by classmates and struggling with anxiety.
Going from a public school with 2,000 students to a
private school where it was a much smaller setting was
different and challenging, yet something I needed. A lot
of kids need this but aren’t able to have it. Thanks to
Agape, I did. The one-on-one attention I received gave
me the focus I needed to be successful.
Everyone around me was always super helpful and
positive. Going to Agape House felt like a family. One
of the many unique things offered to me was
counseling, which every teenager needs. It’s vital that
teens get the help they need mentally. And the fact that
they had it helped not only me, but every teenager who
was able to have it. Life for teens is hard and the
guidance that Agape House provides helps lead teens
down the right path. What Agape House is to me is that
little shining light at the end of the tunnel when all
seems lost, but for some reason you hold on. There’s a
little voice telling you not to give up and that little light
down that dark long tunnel, for me, is Agape House.

What Agape House is
to me is that little
shining light at the
end of the tunnel
when all seems lost,
but for some reason
you hold on."

About 20% of students ages 12-18
experienced bullying nationwide.
56% said they thought those who
bullied them had the ability to
influence other students'
perception of them.
Statistics accessed at stopbullying.gov.
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Praiseworthy words from parents

HEALING WOUNDS
"We came to Agape House searching for hope. Our
daughter was looking for a place to heal from an
abusive, toxic relationship. After an interview with
Pam and Pauline, a sense of calm came over her as
she said “this is where I need to be.” She worked hard,
she struggled, she battled her demons, all while the
Agape House staff worked with her. They offered her
a safe place, they offered her grace, they offered her
patience, they offered her education at her pace and
most of all, they offered her love. As a family, they
gave us a chance to come together and heal.
"The counseling sessions and parent meetings were so helpful as we navigated our difficult
feelings. Granted, none of this was easy, but it was worth it on all levels. She was able to
regain her strength and confidence to move forward. We are forever grateful."
- Jodi

"In October of 2019 the daughter that I once knew was
gone. I knew that she was still there, somewhere, just
incredibly lost. At the age of 13, she was running away,
experimenting with drugs, and cutting herself. I knew I
had to keep her safe and needed help. That is when I
reached out to Agape House.
The journey wasn't easy, but slowly she began to turn the
corner and I saw glimpses of the daughter who I knew
that was in there. With the counseling and day-to-day
work of Agape House staff and volunteers, they began to
help her see her self-worth. Fast forward to summer of
2020 and she is thriving. She continues her therapy and
working on herself, but she is doing great. If it wasn't for Agape House and the programs
they offer, I am not sure where we would be right now. I am thankful that an organization
like Agape House exists."
- Carrie
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Agape House Programs

HOME & SCHOOL
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
Agape House provides two separate home
environments in which teen boys and girls can learn
and live surrounded by loving guidance from house
parents, resident assistants, dedicated volunteers, and
faithful mentors. Through encouragement, discipline,
and affirmation, the on-site house staff make each
child feel welcome and loved.
Agape House is not a permanent home, as the goal of
the ministry is to place teens back with their own
family or into a safe environment that best
approximates a family scenario. The average stay is
between ten months and two years.

The boys and girls who come to Agape House
often struggle in traditional school environments.
Grades drop, relationships become fractured, and
hopes for a future diminish due to the weight of
emotional challenges, physical abuse, and
relationship struggles. Our experienced teaching
staff meets students where they are rather than
where they are supposed to be, celebrating
academic successes and walking with them as they
find their way.
Individualized educational plans are created to
guide each student toward success, and when
appropriate, move them back into school settings.
We use an accredited curriculum from Ignitia
Virtual Academy, a charter school division of the
Alpha and Omega Christian Homeschooling
curriculum.
Our team has seen students who were sure they
wouldn't graduate, joyfully accept diplomas and
advance to post-graduate studies.
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Agape House Programs

COUNSELING CENTER
Agape House Counseling Center offers gracebased, new covenant biblical counseling to the
teens, parents, families, and community
members who seek our help. For the girls and
boys who come through our doors, we offer a
whole-family approach to counseling.
Community clients can choose from individual,
marriage, family counseling and many different
support groups. Those who are interested are
encouraged to contact Agape House for details.

I walked in blind to what the program was or what would be asked of me. At first it
seemed like a lot. Fast forward to a year and half later, and I’m becoming a whole
different person. Not only am I willingly doing the work, I look forward to it!"

TRANSITIONAL LIVING HOME
The Transitional Living Home (TLH) offers
housing, counseling, mentoring, and staff
guidance to help young women who transition
from Agape House programs, the foster care
system, or the surrounding community. Those
who get help from the TLH successfully
transition to an independent, productive, healthy
life.
Assistance is provided in areas that include
searching for employment, achieving a high
school diploma, obtaining insurance coverage,
receiving a driver’s license, and much more. The
TLH assistance is available at a low monthly fee.
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Agape House Staff

OUR TEAM
Our talented, experienced team of professionals provides administration, teaching,
counseling and home care at Agape House and School. Their compassion and
determination to help every student heal and succeed is the foundation of our ministry.

We provide vital assistance to meet the needs of those who seek
our help. Through our counseling services, schooling,
residential homes, and transitional living home, we offer
individualized programming to teens and their families to find
healing and growth so they can face a future beyond abuse and
brokenness.
ACTIVITIES
Sharing our world with those who come through our doors is
part of the mission we uphold. By working closely with trusted
community partners, we provide new experiences, opportunities
to meet talented people, and real-world learning that expands
horizons.
SERVICE
In conjunction with local business partners, our students give
back to the community through service projects that allow
them to find hope and healing within themselves while helping
others.
EVENTS
Our students grow through inclusion in annual events hosted at
Agape House that welcome the community to see and learn
about what we do and raise funding while raising awareness.
PROGRAMMING
Our monthly fees are well below the national average, yet most
families who seek our services are not in a position to afford the
full cost of our programs. Thanks to the generosity of donors,
community businesses, and grants, we're able to offer a slidingscale fee structure and scholarships to students.

Agape House is a grace-based, Christian ministry working with teens, young
adults and families. As the Lord helps them overcome the effects of abuse,
addiction and the hurts of their past, they can be set free to walk in victory.
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Agape House Volunteers

OUR VOLUNTEERS
Our volunteers are at the very heart of the Agape House ministry. They take on roles in
many areas, always offering gentle guidance when necessary, a strong arm when needed,
a laugh when there have been too few, a shoulder for crying on, and hearts that are bigger
than you can possibly imagine.

Volunteer mentors work closely to form a one-on-one bond with a student. They offer the guidance a mentee
needs and play a key role in helping to shepherd the boys and girls through what can be some of the toughest
moments of their lives. These volunteers work closely with the counseling staff for support while helping with
individual, family, and sibling counseling sessions.
Volunteer tutors work alongside the teaching staff to assist the boys and girls as they complete their academic
studies. Many of our tutors are retired teachers who have a heart for academic nurturing. Tutors make a
marked difference in students' lives.
Volunteer teachers take on roles of teaching "specials" - classes such as art, phy ed, home economics, and
more. We've been blessed to be able to provide some incredible experiences for students because of these
amazing, diverse teachers who share life-long skills.
Volunteer maintenance team members and office staff come from a variety of backgrounds and interests. They
are skilled, generous, and devoted to helping with the vital work needed to keep us going.
Specialty volunteers take on roles from event management to cooking to game night coordination.

Contact us if you're interested in
volunteering for Agape House.

We are so grateful for all of our volunteers. Their ingenuity and
dedication is invaluable.
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Thank you to our donors!
Because of the generosity of so
many individuals, civic groups,
businesses, churches, and
foundations, we're able to
continue offering services on a
sliding fee basis and never turn
away a child who's in need of
healing because of finances.

I would like to support the work of Agape House.
One-time gift is enclosed: $ ______________ Monthly gift is enclosed: $ ________________
PayPal gift: $ ______________ (for PayPal option, please visit AgapeHouseHeals.org)
Credit Card Account #: __________________________________________________________________
Exp. date: ______________ CVV # ________
Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________
Email me the weekly Prayer Blog

Contact me about volunteering

Inform me of Agape House events

I'll hold Agape House in my prayers

Mail to: Agape House 215 S. Main St., P.O. Box 68, Walworth, WI 53184

Providing a home where His love abides,
since 1998.

Contact Agape House

262.275.6466
admin@AgapeHouseHeals.org

Agape House for Girls
215 S. Main Street
P.O. Box 68
Walworth, WI 53184

Agape House for Boys
119 Phillips Avenue
Walworth, WI 53184

Counseling Center
230 W. Main St.
Walworth, WI 53184

