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A home where His love abides.
a g a p e h o u s e 2014
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a·ga·pe /ägäpā/
The name for Agape House comes from the Greek word Agape, which means the unconditional love of God. Agape perfectly describes
the self-sacrificing love of God for humanity which early Christians were committed to reciprocating and practicing towards God and
among one another. “God is love.” I John 4:8.

Healing

Agape House is based on an outreach program of ministry where Christ heals broken hearts. The Agape House approach includes
spiritual, emotional, psychological, and physiological healing for teen girls and young adult women who have experienced different
forms of abuse and struggle to cope with the effects.
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Where will she find love?
Love is such a simple basic need but sometimes difficult to find in a world that is broken. Every one of us is born with a
deep desire and need to be accepted, wanted, and loved, but many times the people in our lives are too broken themselves
to provide us with the essential nurturing we need. This leaves us with a void that we try to fill any way we can.
At Agape House, we see this need every day; girls trying to fill emptiness with drugs, sex, alcohol, cutting, eating
disorders, and other abusive struggles. The stories we hear on a daily basis are heart breaking. But where some might see
an insurmountable challenge, we see a beautiful opportunity for growth.
Our goal at Agape House is to help each young woman find the love she desperately searches for and achieve an unwavering
belief that she is valuable, accepted and wanted. We begin with a generous outpouring of love, affirming through kind
actions and words that they are loved just for whom they are. Then we teach them about God’s enduring love for them – a
love that’s stronger than they can imagine.
Establishing a firm foundation within the young women who reach out to us is crucial to the success of turning their lives
around. It becomes a well that is drawn upon again and again during a challenging transition period. At Agape House, we
see broken, empty girls overcome painful pasts and defeating beliefs transformed into confident young women who value
themselves and take pride in their achievements.
Agape House is a home and school where God’s
love abides and girls’ lives flourish.
- Pam Patterson, Executive Director & Founder

OUR GOAL AT AGAPE HOUSE
IS TO HELP EACH YOUNG
WOMAN FIND THE LOVE SHE
DESPARATELY SEARCHES FOR
AND ACHIEVE AN UNWAVERING
BELIEF THAT SHE IS VALUABLE,
ACCEPTED AND WANTED.
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Leslie
Leslie found protection,
support and the family she
lacked at home through
gang membership – a
relationship that also provided an income for her through drug sales. When she attempted
to kill her mom by putting bleach in her drink, she knew she was out of control.
Leslie’s heart and mind were broken from feelings of abandonment
as an adopted child and suffering molestation at a young age. After
her father passed away when she was 11, all she could think about
was distancing herself from her adoptive mother and numbing her
pain. She took up dangerous addictions and looked for a way out.
When that near-fatal day came for her mother, Leslie was arrested
and sent to jail.
Leslie’s mom had attended an Agape House informational event after
hearing about it from an acquaintance. After entering Agape House,
a choice Leslie made over jail, she began to turn her life around.
“God’s grace sent me to Agape as an option for me to get help. It
saved my life and completely changed my heart. They taught me
that God is someone not to be afraid of, but someone you can have
a real relationship with.”
Leslie and her mom have worked to restore their relationship through
Agape counseling services. “It took less than a year, a true miracle
from God. I love my mom and the Lord.” Leslie has developed
deep, loving relationships with her Agape House mom, counselor
and teacher. “Before I came to Agape, I didn’t know someone could
love me like they do. There is so much love there. They really do
care about us girls.”

Love:

Working through the challenges of a learning disability, Leslie
surprised herself by graduating from Agape School four months
early. She’s currently searching for employment, earning her
Certified Nursing Assistant license, and exploring college options.

Leslie participates in counseling through services provided by
Agape Transitional Living Home and continues to grow in the
Lord. She proudly speaks of her transformations as small miracles.
“I’m learning to live without drugs and alcohol for the first time
since I was 11. I didn’t think I’d ever be able to say that.”

IT SAVED MY LIFE AND COMPLETELY CHANGED
MY HEART. THEY TAUGHT ME THAT GOD IS
SOMEONE NOT TO BE AFRAID OF.

Compared to the US as a whole, Wisconsin has higher rates
of underage drinking, defined by the National Survey on
Drug Use and Health as drinking by youth ages 12 to 20.
In 2008-2009, twenty-two percent of Wisconsin youth ages
12-20 reported binge drinking in the past month.
Source: National Survey on Drug Use and Health, Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA),
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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Anna
The sixth of nine children,
Anna was sexually abused by
an older brother from fourth
through eighth grade. Even though her brother is in prison for what Anna calls poor choices
on his part, she works every day to mend the effects of feeling hollow.
“I was a lost child without a voice. I was lost because I didn’t know
if what was happening to me was right or wrong.” Anna was deeply
hurt by repeated verbal abuse from family members who didn’t
believe the sexual abuse was not her fault. Friends and classmates
spread vicious rumors about her. She wanted to run away from her
pain but felt there was nowhere for her to go. Anna’s pain turned
into anger and dangerous thoughts of worthlessness.
“I began to think that I was a worthless human being who deserved
to die. I was convinced that if I committed suicide I would no
longer have to put up with the pain. I never thought I would ever
make it to the age of 18.”
Anna’s mother heard about Agape House from a friend. Feeling
they could no longer control her, Anna’s parents took her to live at
Agape House where she eventually felt fortunate to have a second
chance with a new family. “This family taught me to trust myself,
to respect myself and best of all how to love myself. I know the
differences now between hating myself and just not liking some
things I do. I do have choices and have learned to control them.
Without them teaching me God can take away all the pain, I would
not be the person I have learned to become.”

Grace:

Through the help of her Agape House mom, Anna realized she was
a person who deserved love. “I was taught by her that I was good
enough in God’s eyes. I let go of fears of people always trying to
hurt me. I still had so much anger to deal with though.”

Now Anna describes herself as a healing, beautiful girl who loves
life even when it’s difficult, and who wants to help others because
of what she has been through. She offers the wisdom that she
has learned: “There are no hopeless situations, only people who
have grown hopeless about them.”

THIS FAMILY TAUGHT ME TO
TRUST MYSELF, TO RESPECT
MYSELF AND BEST OF ALL
HOW TO LOVE MYSELF.

One in four women has been sexually abused before the age of
18. Seventy-three percent of child victims do not tell anyone
about the abuse for at least a year; forty-five percent do not
tell anyone for at least five years; and some never disclose it.
Source: Darkness to Light website, www.D2L.org (Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, 2006; Smith et al., 2000; Broman-Fulks
et al., 2007).
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Alyssa

How does a daughter find love from a mother who cares about drinking more than her?
What does a child do when she feels like everyone has abandoned her?
These questions ran through Alyssa’s mind at the age of 11. Her
dad, who was addicted to drugs and overdosed when Alyssa was
nine, died that year. On the day of his funeral her mother learned
if she didn’t stop drinking, alcoholism would soon be taking her
life. Alyssa began to lose hope in herself, her family, and life in
general. She started drinking and smoking, cut classes, and flunked
sixth grade. The following year she nearly failed again and by the
time she began seventh grade, Alyssa had little will to live. Life at
home had become increasingly difficult and she became the victim
of bullying at school. Suicide attempts began a pattern of mental
hospital visits. Alyssa’s aunt and uncle reached out and moved her in
with them. Pushing her new guardians to the limit with rebellion,
Alyssa was sent to treatment facilities but the family’s insurance
provider wouldn’t pay for the residential home that she needed.

of myself for the first time. I became independent and found
my voice. I like the new me.”

At the age of 16, Alyssa entered Agape House, along with a list of
mental health diagnoses and addictions to antidepressants. “My
pain was numbed by 900 mg of lithium and 100 mg of Zoloft.
When people told me to be happy, I was happy. When they told
me to be mad, I was mad. But I really didn’t have any of those
feelings; it was all just a huge act.”

I WAS PROUD OF MYSELF FOR

Hope:

Afraid of being rejected, Alyssa was resistant to let anyone in;
eventually she did. “I learned to trust God with my hurts. He made
me stronger and by the end of the year I was able to not have my
emotions run my life.” Alyssa was taken off all medications which
she credits with a new beginning to find her real self. “I was proud

For Alyssa, becoming a strong Christian and living her life through
Christ’s grace, instead of relying solely on her own understanding,
has allowed her to live God’s will and make better choices. She
is now completely healthy and lives independently at the Agape
Transitional Living Home while she completes her senior year
of high school. Alyssa gives back by mentoring young girls and
looks forward to attending college where she plans to receive
a degree and achieve her dream of becoming a youth pastor.

THE FIRST TIME. I BECAME
INDEPENDENT AND FOUND MY
VOICE. I LIKE THE NEW ME.

Agape House is the only private treatment home and school
for girls in the state of Wisconsin.
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Kayte

Kayte was four years old when her parents divorced. When her mother remarried,
Kayte and her older brother felt like they were part of a family again.
Their new step-father had a good job, attended church, and
treated them well. But for Kayte, the dream-come-true lifestyle
turned into a nightmare.
Her mother and step-father began fighting and young Kayte
felt life was a war zone when he began physically abusing her
mother. Just when she thought things couldn’t get worse, Kayte’s
step-father began molesting her when she was ten. He was sent
to jail and her mother had a nervous breakdown. Life continued
to get worse for Kayte. She felt hopeless when she was separated
from her brother and sent to live with someone else. But, she
says, God had something else in mind for her. Kayte was placed
at Agape House and with the love and support of the staff, she
came to know God’s love and healing. “I found that my life had
hope and purpose at Agape House,” she said.

I FOUND THAT MY LIFE HAD HOPE
AND PURPOSE AT AGAPE HOUSE.

Juveniles are nearly three times more likely than adults to be
victims of sexual assault. A five‐year trend shows children 15
and under representing nearly two‐thirds of all victims in 2010
and females representing nearly eighty-five percent of sexual
assault victims.
Source: Sexual Assaults in Wisconsin report; Wisconsin Office of Justice
Assistance; http://oja.wi.gov/sac

Healing:
Kayte is now married and living as a missionary in a foreign
country, working with child prostitutes to show them Christ’s
love and healing.
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A Program of Success
Agape House offers hope and healing to abused or distressed girls ages 12 through 28. The program, founded in 1997, offers Christian
counseling services, mentoring, school for grades 7 through 12, a safe home for those who need a place to live, and parental support.
The girls are led to overcome the effects of abuse, addiction, and hurts of the past through the guidance and support of staff and
volunteers who are committed to healing broken lives through a ministry that extends to the girls’ families.

Accomplishments

GRADE POINT AVERAGE

98% OF STUDENTS GRADUATE

90% OF GIRLS DEVELOP A

SCORES CONSISTENTLY

WITH A HIGH SCHOOL DEGREE

CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH

IMPROVE FOR ALL

CHRIST AND LEARN TO

STUDENTS

COPE WITH CHALLENGES
AND STRUGGLES
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Our Mission

To provide a stable, loving, and Christ-centered place for hurting, teenage girls to come to know God, to
receive His healing, and to walk in His will. Through a variety of non-denominational ministry services and
activities, troubled girls will come to know Christ personally and find hope in all aspects of their lives so they
may become healthy, responsible, productive adults. A talented team of professional staff and gifted volunteers administer programs that provide an opportunity for girls in need to heal and grow in a safe, nurturing
environment. The Agape House philosophy “No Girl Left Behind” means that those who are in need will
never be turned away because of an inability to pay. Continuous outreach for funding will sustain Agape
House programs which are solely dependent on tuition and the generosity of its donors. Working together,
we can make a difference one child at a time.

Our Vision

To provide grace-based, new covenant biblical counseling to teen girls of Agape House and to individuals,
couples, families and groups without discrimination on the basis of age, gender, creed or income.

Our Values

LOVE GRACE HOPE
COMPASSION HEALING

1 2 | A G A P E H O U S E A N N UA L R E P O R T

2013-14 Goals
1.

To meet the community’s continually-increasing needs through necessary services that no other
organization offers by growing the Agape home, school, Transitional Living Home and counseling
services; and initiating public support groups and educational classes.

2.

To increase donations and generate resources providing consistent funding that will adequately
cover operational expenses so we are able to broaden our ministry.

3.

To fairly compensate current staff, and hire additional qualified staff, at a fair salary that is commensurate
with their education and experience, which will help us to maintain an excellent program.

Of the 1,100 private schools in Wisconsin, only nine are all-girls schools and only
Agape House is a school of residency with private placement in a teen group home.
source: www.privateschoolreview.com
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Financial Summary
Agape House is a non-profit ministry, with approximately 25 percent of operational costs
coming from tuition and fees for services.
The organization is largely sustained from the generous support of individuals, church groups, service groups, and
business organizations. This vital support, however, often fluctuates from month to month making it challenging
to budget for expenses and difficult to meet operational expectations.

Fees

Fees for services are kept low to uphold the Agape House promise to never turn away a child in need. A sliding-fee
scale is used to base fees on family income level. Just because parents may not be able to afford the full cost of
services does not mean they won’t be provided. There is a great need for the Agape House ministry and several
girls have had to be placed on a waiting list.

Tuition Assistance

Many families are only able to pay a fraction of the cost of the services provided for them or their daughters.
Agape House provides financial support to help with tuition assistance.
Tuition costs for the full program which includes the home, school, counseling and mentoring is $1,500.00 per
month. Most state-run school programs cost between $6,500.00 and $10,000.00 per month, by comparison.
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2012 and 2013 Financial Summary & Statement of Activities (unconsolidated)
For the year ended 2012 (with comparitive totals for the year ended 2013)

Revenues, Gains & Other Support: (Includes
unrestricted and temporarily restricted)
Community Support:

Year Ended
8/31/12

Year Ended
8/31/13

$2,540

$4,400

$176,920

$142,050

Raised Support

$2,500

$2,300

Churches

$12,700

$16,350

Businesses

$36,000

$29,950

Fundraisers

$55,100

$72,500

Governmental Grants

$0

$1,000

Foundation

$0

$29,200

Program Income

$61,950

$38,800

Rent Fees

$3,750

$2,700

Capital Campaign

$1,500

$0

Non-Cash Donations

$3,000

$0

Miscellaneous Income

$500

$0

$357,060

$339,250

Year Ended
8/31/12

Year Ended
8/31/13

Transitional Living Home

$4,000

$4,030

Teen Home

$56,000

$99,050

School

$112,340

$105,700

Community Outreach (includes East Troy office)

$11,600

$5,050

Administration

$93,350

$83,730

Counseling Center

$4,750

$24,100

Mortgage Interest

$2,200

$3,300

Miscellaneous

$2,500

$0

$286,560

$324,960

Service Groups
Individuals

Total Revenue Gains and Other Support
Expenses:

Total Expenses and Losses
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Assets
Cash

$8,000

$43,550

Accounts Receivable

$5,900

$1,400

Petty Cash

$100

$100

Undeposited Funds

$800

$1,500

$3,000

$0

Building

$427,000

$427,000

Improvements

$146,000

$146,300

Land

$66,150

$66,150

($77,800)

($98,500)

Building

$98,400

$98,400

Improvements

$12,000

$12,000

Land

$57,200

$57,200

Furnishings

$8,000

$7,000

Autos

$1,400

$3,900

$766,350

$776,200

Year Ended
8/31/12

Year Ended
8/31/13

Current Liabilities:

$13,150

$12,250

Mortgage 230 S. Main St. (CC and TLH)

$72,740

$69,200

Total Liabilities

$85,890

$81,450

Total Equity

$680,460

$694,750

Total Equities and Liabilities

$766,350

$766,200

Non-Cash Donations
211/215 S. Main Street (School & Teen Home)

Depreciation
230 S. Main Street (Counseling Center & TLH)

Total Assets
Liabilities

WWW.AGAPEHOUSEFORGIRLS.ORG
(262) 275-6466
OFFICE@AGAPEHOUSEFORGIRLS.ORG
P.O. BOX 68
WALWORTH, WI 53184

