“Perfect love drives out
fear”
1 John 4:8

I AM NOT GOOGLE

replace Agape’s old broken down
heating system before next winter?

By Pam Patterson, Executive Director
Love and Fear are two powerful emotions that all other emotions fall under. God knew that we would battle fear
on a daily basis that is why He said, “fear
not” 365 times in the Bible. At Agape, a
lot of fear surfaces at this time of year.
Some of the girls fears:
•

Am I ready to go back home?

•

Will I be able to stay strong out of
this environment?

•

Where will I live this summer?

•

What am I going to do now that I
have graduated?

Some of the parents fears:
•

Is my daughter ready to come home
for the summer?

•

Am I ready?

•

Will we fall back into old patterns?

Some of my fears:
•

Will we raise the necessary funds to

•

Should we open a girls’ home for
Junior High?

•

Is this the right time to open a boys’
home?

There are so many questions with
very few answers. During my quiet time
this morning, God showed me it wasn’t
specifically about the answers. It has to
do with the process of sitting down and
talking to Him about my fears and allowing Him to speak to me in Love. He
reminded me He is more concerned
about me as a person than the answers.
He enjoys the quiet intimate discussion
more than all the things I do. He is bigger than all my fears. And if I make a
wrong decision, He knows my heart and
He will somehow turn it all around for
good (Romans 8:28).

fears that may surround that issue. While I
was praying for answers to my questions
and getting frustrated about why He wasn’t
answering me I lovingly heard Him say,
“Pam, I’m not Google. I am more interested in how you are feeling and what your
fears are than I am about giving you the
right answer.” After an hour of conversation and tears I got the most important
answer of all. He loves me and His time
with me was more important to Him than
anything I could do for Him. I need to
walk by faith, trusting His love, and He will
make all things good! (2 Cor. 5:7)

Whatever fears you may be struggling
with in your life right now I encourage
you to not just take the “issue” to God,
but sit down and talk to Him about any

Praying your summer is filled with those
quiet intimate times with your Heavenly
Father where He can pour His love out on
you and help you overcome whatever fears
you may be struggling with.

Welcome to Agape House
This year’s Agape Angels were recently
asked to right a letter to a new girl who
will enter the Agape program next year.
We wanted to share a few of their
thoughts with you.
“And do not

forget kindness to
strangers, for by this, some
who, while they were
unaware, were worthy to
receive Angels “
~Aramaic Bible in
Plain English

June, 2017

Love, Pam

“Hi, my name is Katie Marie. I’m going to be here next year so we will get to meet in
person. At first, I came to Agape thinking I wasn’t going to make friends, or even get
any help. Boy was I wrong! You will make some of the best friends in Agape. You will
learn so many things about the Lord in Church and about different religions in Bible
class. Sure, you won’t agree with the rules for the school or house but I assure you they
have good reasons behind all of them. I came in with only 2 credits of high school, I
now have more than 14! Your parents will see you as a whole new person. This place
really does help, so just keep trying, you’ll reach your goals here. I can promise you
that.”
“Sure, you may have to share a room, but your roommate may become your best friend.
Living with a bunch of girls may be scary and hard at times, but there will always be
laughter to come.”
~ Megan
“When I first came here I thought, ‘This is going to be the worst time of my life.!’ Looking back, it was the best time of my life.”
~ Haylee

Page 2

Agape Connection

A Caring Community
Of Friends...
While our mission at Agape
House is to provide a loving, nurturing and safe environment for
our Agape Angels as they find
healing through Christ, it takes
many people to make this happen.
Through the process of providing
what is needed, we have many
people come through our doors,
touching the lives of our Agape
Angels, as well as the staff. We
pray that each of you are also
blessed by being a part of this
ministry. And ultimately, we are
called to work together as one
body using our different gifts and
talents to show His love to others,
which is all part of God’s amazing
plan! He called us to “Love one

another as I have loved you.” ~
John 15:12

more;
First National Bank – Electronic Sign Advertisement and Support of Girls with Saving Accounts;
Geneva Ridge, Paradise Golf
Park, Lake Geneva Family
YMCA, Calvary Community
Church – Participate in activities
at their facility;
Jasmine’s, Calladora Spa – Gifts
and Support our annual Spa
Day in February;
Kohl’s Cares Program – Support through Enrichment Programs;
Police Department – Support of
our program as needed to talk
to the girls;

We are thankful for all who of- Walworth-Fontana Rotary and
Walworth United Way—
fer their support and encouragefinancial support;
ment in whatever way God has
gifted you. This month we would
And so many more!
like to highlight the following area
businesses who have come alongside Agape House these past few
months:
Angelus, Main Street Country
Store , Heyer True Value – Gifts
for Various Events;
Big Foot High School, Walworth
Elementary School – work with
our school staff to assist our girls
in whatever way possible;
Brick Church; Turner’s Art Gallery – lunches, financial support &

Please support these
businesses/organizations as
a way of thanking them for
their support of Agape
House.

“Hi my name is
Anna and today I
am going to share
a little of my
testimony.”
I was placed in foster
care at the age of 18 months. I was placed in
several different foster homes before I was
adopted at the age of 5. In the foster homes I
learned to lie to keep myself and other kids
safe from the foster parents punishing us in
horrible ways. When I was adopted, I still lied
to my new family because I was scared of
being sent back to foster care. This got me
into a lot of trouble. My #1 fear was being
sent back to foster care. I never thought I
was going to be able to trust my family because I was always hurt by the other families I
was with. When I was 9 I started having depression. I would act up all the time, yell, lie,
and scream. When I was in 5th grade I got
very sick and I had a thyroid issue and was
hospitalized for 5 days. When I got home
from the hospital I was told I could not finish
5th grade. All through middle school I was
put into mental hospitals over and over again.
My dad and I developed a bad relationship
because of all my behaviors and the stress I
brought on our family. I had a meeting with
my social worker and she told me about
Agape House. This is my first year here and I
will be returning next year. Agape is the most
amazing place for teenage girls to get help.
The counselors and staff are amazing. With
their help I have been able to work on my
depression and I have not been hospitalized
in 9 months. My mom’s life and mine has
been changed and if it wasn’t for Pam Patterson I would not be standing here or be in a
relationship with my mom at all. My mom
does not have to cry every night wondering
what is going to happen to
me and my family. God has
given my mom and I hope
and another chance.

Agape Connection
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And Oh What a Year
Dee Jones,
it Has Been!
School Administrator
It has been a challenging year as the
majority of the girls suffer from
depression and anxiety and came
with a strong aversion to attending
school and completing work. Most •
had not been successful in school
and saw little reason to try. There
have been many steps forward.
We’d like to share some specific
highlights of our year with you:
•
• We’ve noticed some girls reading their Bibles on their own.
•

•

•

•

A girl who had a substance
abuse problem before coming
helped to teach the Alcohol and •
Drug Abuse Class and included
a section on addiction in her
term paper. She has vowed
never to be addicted to anything. She came into the program saying she was an atheist. •
Now she says she knows God
is real and Jesus is His Son.
A girl has found ways to cope
•
with intense anxiety by using
short breaks to do an enjoyable
activity and then get back to
school work.
•
A girl who spent last year in a
dark bedroom in her home,
hardly venturing out, is coming
to school and successfully doing her work.
•
As a junior, one girl will have
enough credits to graduate after
J-term. She chose to read Julius
Caesar in place of one of her
English Paces.

•

Several girls rose early 2 days a
week to attend a class at the
YMCA.

•

A girl who has not completed
her program this year has asked
for another chance. She wants
to return next year so that she
can graduate.

•

A freshman has found a place
where she knows she is loved

•

unconditionally and feels she
belongs. She wants to continue
her next 3 years of high school
at Agape.
A girl who spent many days refusing to get out of bed has regularly come to class on time and
has come to know the Lord as
her Savior.
Girls enjoyed special field trips
to such places as the Milwaukee
Public Museum and the Milwaukee Art Museum. They also
loved a visit to a dairy farm.
They were blessed by a plethora
of faithful and loving volunteer
teachers and tutors who enriched our curriculum and provided one-on-one instruction.
They were pampered monthly
by a volunteer who provided a
very special lunch with decorations, wonderful food and gifts.
On Spa day they were treated to
formal dresses, shoes, jewelry,
hairdos, makeup, manicures,
massages and a lovely dinner.
Two girls accepted the Lord.
Two girls recommitted their
lives to Christ. Two girls were
baptized. All grew in their faith.

5K Walk, run, stroll
an awesome
community event
On April 29th over 200 individuals joined us on
the streets of Walworth to not only raise funds for
the programs at Agape House, but to also bring
awareness to the growing problem of child abuse.
According to Safe Horizon, a nationwide child abuse
awareness and support organization, over 6 million
children come to the attention of child protective
services each year (2014). In the U.S., 4 children die
every day because of abuse. In Wisconsin, 25 in 1000
children 0-17, are subjects of investigation of possible
abuse.
We want to thank all those who joined us and all
those who faithfully support the ministry of Agape
House. A special thanks to our event sponsors;
Dean’s Foods, Kunes Country Auto Group
(Corporate Sponsors), Godfrey, Leibsle, Blackbourn
& Howarth, S.C., Johns
Disposal, JP PT,
Knead2Relax, MPC,
Inc., WW Trucking.

The girls served at our Volunteer Luncheon. They thanked
the volunteers and let them
know how much we appreciate
them. At the end, they willingly
washed and packed up dishes
for over an hour.
Girls have willingly participated
in service projects such as helping at Twin Oaks Homeless
Shelter, filling boxes for Operation Christmas Child, and packing food for Feed My Starving
Children. They know that they
have been blessed in so many
ways and have a heart for other
children who have less.

Thanks everyone!
Hope you enjoyed
your day
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Agape House is the only private residential home and school for girls in the state of
Wisconsin. From the beginning, we have never turned away a child due to a family’s
financial situation. We have, however, had to place girls on waiting lists due to our
limited capacity. Our capital campaign seeks to help alleviate this problem as well as
providing updated heating/AC for higher efficiency and cost savings but also to
ensure our girls have a warm home during these Wisconsin winters.

Agape House

Campaign

We need $30,000 to open the Jr. High Girls Home:
•

The Jr. High girls are at a different level emotionally and intellectually; separating them into a different home will help us better meet their specific needs.

•

Will increase our capacity to make our program available to more girls.

•

Funds will not only cover renovation/furnishing costs but also expenses for
staff, rent and utilities for the first year.

of Hope
Matching funds challenge

Heating/AC system: $30,000:
•

The present unit is rusting, leaking, and very inefficient. We do
not want to risk the chance of having heating problems next
year.

Celebrating

20 years of

Miracles
“He performs
wonders that
cannot be fathomed,
miracles that cannot
be counted.”
Job 5:9

November 2, 2017

A donor has offered $3,000 in
matching funds for this campaign.
So you can double your donation!

Save the Date
8th Annual

Annual Agape
House Banquet
RUN UNITED
5k RUN
5k WALK
1-MILE FUN RUN
Sat., June 17, 2017
8:00am
Babe Mann Park—Elkhorn
Race Day Registration:
7-7:45am
Visit: www.uw-wc.org

