“I will heal their transgressions
and love them freely.”

February, 2017

Hosea 14:4

WHEN GOD CALLS,
A tribute to Jim Martin
This year Agape House celebrates its
20th anniversary. I will never forget the
day, 20 years ago, when I heard God
call me to start a Christian children’s
home. He gave Ben the same calling on
the same day while working in a different state! We were excited to have
heard from God but also overwhelmed
with the logistics of it all. How do you
start a Christian children’s home?
Where do you begin? I remember God
saying “just as I heard the cries of the
Israelites and I called Moses to deliver
them, I have heard the cries of my children and I am calling you.” I argued
with God, “How can I do this?” He
answered, “Trust me, just as I went
before Moses I will go before you.”
Our first miracle happened a few
weeks later. I was at church on a Friday night when a man walked up to me
and introduced himself as Jim Martin.
He went on to say “God told me you
would be here tonight and that I was to
come talk to you.” (He didn’t even attend that church.) He told me he was a
lawyer and I shared with him the calling
that God had given us and that I had no
idea where to begin. He said, “I believe
this is why God called me to come here
tonight. I will do all the legal work for
you for free.” He helped Agape House
become a non-profit corporation in a
record 6 months. Jim was our lawyer
from 1997 until the time he retired. He
helped us become incorporated, gain
guardianship of several children, purchase our first official home and Grace
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Church, represent children in court, and provide endless hours of counsel all without ever
charging us a penny.
One of Jim’s favorite sayings was, “I am
truly blessed.” The truth is Jim blessed many
others. I am so blessed that he heard and answered God’s call to come to church that
night. Agape House would not be what it is
today without all the hours of sacrificial giving
he gave. Because he chose to lay down his life
and help, many lives have been and continue
to be touched for eternity. Jim, your love and
compassion for these girls and their families
truly blessed me. Your legacy lives on for generations to come.
How about you? Do you have a call on
your life? Can I encourage you to step out in
faith and trust Him? I truly believe Jim had
no idea what impact he would have on so
many lives that night we met. I do know that
God is faithful and when we choose to love
with our lives blessings abound.

Thank you,
Thank you,
Thank you!
Over the past few months
so many individuals have
blessed Agape in so many
ways…
 Santa Cause participation
 Christmas Tree Festival
 Agape Open House
 Special Outings for the
Girls
 Gifts, time, and talents

We greatly appreciate each
one of you.

Ice Sculptures & Galaxies
Looking through a 40” telescope at Yerkes Observatory is amazing in itself. Seeing Orion’s Nebula, that is 1,400 light years away is miraculous.
God’s creativity and skill is amazing. Far more than
I can comprehend. Seeing pictures of Nebulas is one thing, but when you are
able to see the dust that forms the stars and the stars formed from that dust, it is
a whole new experience. How God created such a large expanse of the cosmos
no one can really comprehend. Having the chance to look at even a small portion of His creation was wonderful. I’ll never forget the view from the telescope
or the fact that I was observing parts of the Universe that are more than a 1,000
light years away. (1 light year = 1.3 trillion miles!)
~Savanah
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LABOR OF
LOVE By Resident Assistant
Sarah Goldman

“But exhort one
another daily,
while it is called
today;”
Hebrews 2:4
By Resident Assistant
Caitlin Savino

We are a people who love
“love.” We love the idea of it.
We love the feeling of it. We
love to give and receive it. Yet
when we speak of love we often
fail to take into account just how
much it demands of us. When
God calls us to love, it is a call
to lay down our lives. This love
is a labor.
We are also a people who love
results. We labor for a product.
We work in order to accomplish
something. But people do not
always change and grow in tangible or measurable quantities.
People are not products. People
are not results. There is often
nothing we can point to and say,
“We accomplished that.” The
process of growth is long. The
flower seed does not bloom in a
day. The field does not produce
a harvest in a week. The sapling
does not bear fruit in a month.
Each brings forth fruit in their
season but sometimes that season seems long in coming.
The lives of the girls at Agape
are those precious and fragile
plants, buried deep in the soil
and waiting to burst forth. They
must be lovingly and carefully
nurtured. They each grow in
their own way and in their own
season. And for those of us privileged to work these fields, there
is joy to be found in the labor.
We learn to love recklessly, to

walk faithfully, to labor tirelessly. We care for these tender
shoots and maintain hope even
when we do not see fruit. And
it demands everything from us.
Yet we must believe this work
is worth something. The Lord
is the One who brings the
growth and where He is, there
is life. We are merely servants.
And as we labor in this love,
He forms His character deep
within us. We learn to see people how Jesus sees them, to
weep when He weeps, to rejoice when He rejoices. We
share in redemption work as
He makes broken things whole
and dead things live.
At the end of the day, as the
sun sets over this precious
field, we look not to the product we have formed or the results we have achieved. We
gaze at our precious Savior and
proclaim, “Look what You are
accomplishing!”

Lord, give us joy in this
labor, for it is not ours,

One of my favorite aspects of being an RA is seeing the daily victories in the lives of the girls. Their
victories might be getting to school
on time each day this week, participating in something new or simply
writing a school paper. Although, the
girls don’t always notice these feats.
It may be on account that others are
already doing it or it might just be
commonplace. Therefore, it’s a privilege to be in the trenches with them,
to pray for them and spur them on, to
point out that their victories are indeed a huge feat and should be celebrated. Yes, while there are some
really hard days, meltdowns, and
blowups it is important to focus on
how far they’ve
come and point
out the difference. Encouragement and
love gently
pushes the into
victory.
AGAPE HOUSE IS GREATLY BLESSED

but

TO HAVE FOUR INCREDIDIBLE

Yours

YOUNG LADIES WORKING AS

alone.

RESIDENT ASSISTANTS
IN THE HOME THIS YEAR;
Sarah Goldman ~

Caitlin Savino

Michele Hall ~ Jessica Fawcett
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THRIVENT MEMBERS
MAKE HUGE IMPACT
LOCALLY!
Are you looking for creative ways
to be generous to Agape House?
Do you want to make a positive
Members, Emily & Jordan Brewster
change but just aren’t sure where to
use their dollars to bless the school
with items from the Wish List
start? Thrivent Financial has two
programs that allow its members to
make a difference in their commu- Choice Dollars: is based on insur nities; Action Teams and Choice
ance premiums, contract values, and
Dollars.
Thrivent volunteer leadership. This
As a Christian not-for-profit organ- program gives eligible members an
opportunity to recommend where
ization, Thrivent is different than
Thrivent distributes some of its charmost financial services firms. No
matter what stage of life you are in, itable outreach funds. Over
you can be financially prepared for $400,000 were allocated through
the journey ahead. Thrivent Finan- local members last year!
cial will help you create a wise
If you are interested in helping
strategy that reflects your values
Agape in this way, contact a Thrivent
and changes as your life does.
representative. Already a member
Their product spectrum includes
and want to know how you can help
insurance, investments, fee-based
Agape? Please contact Bonilee
planning, and estate planning.
Maclay at 262-275-6466.
Action Teams: make it easy to
bring a team of volunteers together
“For since the creation
to host a fundraiser, plan a service
project, or organize an educational
of the world god’s
event. It’s your choice and your
Invisible qualities,
chance to let your creativity and
eternal power & divine
generosity shine! Over 300 Action
nature have been
Teams were completed locally in
2016, accounting for $75,000 in
clearly seen.”
seed money for various projects!
ROMANS 1:20
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Ice sculptures
& galaxies
The girls went on a fieldtrip to
see the Winterfest Ice Sculptures and in the
evening enjoyed a view from the Yerkes Observatory telescope. Here are some of their
thoughts about their day:
~the ice sculptures were beautiful, it was really
cool to see all the talent.

~ Hannah
The observatory was amazing. Being able to
see through that massive telescope into space
was a once in a lifetime opportunity. We saw
the moon and its huge craters up close. The
blue clouds of gas around the Orion Nebula
was breathtaking
~ Kathryn
I enjoyed the ice sculptures a lot. My favorite
was called “Risen” It was a hand on an open
Bible and an angel moving the stone away
from the tomb of Jesus.

~Haylee
Creativity is beautiful and free. The ice sculptures were very detailed and planned out really
well. Their creativity gave me ideas for different art projects.
~ Seb

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Friends
Carolyn M. Dunn
May 6, 1948 ~ November 23, 2016
Carolyn dedicated her life to working with children
and single moms who were in need. She taught in
several Christian schools, and volunteered countless
hours here at Agape House. She was energetic, loving,
devoted, and compassionate. Her warm heart, tender
ways and beautiful spirit will be greatly missed.
In lieu of flowers donations were given to Agape
House for Girls. Thank you to all those who gave in
loving memory.

James P. Martin
10-13-68 to 12- 28-16
Jim Martin served as counsel for Agape House
for many years. His legacy will live on in so
many ways through his writing, his family, and
all the things he did for so many. Thank you
Jim, for all you did for the ministry of Agape
House and School for Girls. You will be missed
and you were truly loved because you truly
loved others.
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April is CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION
MONTH
In honor of this Agape House holds it’s
annual Run, Walk, Stroll 5K.
Event Date:

April 29, 2017

Race Time:

10:00 a.m.

Starting line: Agape House for Girls
215 S. Main Street, Walworth, WI
Proceeds raised go to provide scholarships for girls.

Advance Registration: $20
Day-of: $30
(includes lunch & t-shirt)



Registration fee waived for anyone who raises $100 or more in
sponsorship donations.



1st, 2nd, and 3rd place prize for
those who raise the most in
sponsorship
Call Agape at: 262-745-6466
Or visit us at Agapehouseheals.org
to register today!

